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To make such a comparison, sir, betrays, at least, a very
criminal insensibility, of the publick misery, if it may not
be charged with greater malignity. I know not whether
those who shall hear of this debate, may riot impute such
reflections rather to cruelty than negligence, and imng'ine
that those who squander the treasure of the nation take
pleasure in reproaching that poverty which their counsels
produce, and indulge their own vanity by contemplating-
the calamities from which they are themselves secure, and
to which they are indebted for opportunities of increasing-
their own fortunes, and gratifying their ambition. It m
evident, that an estimate which requires less than that which
has been mentioned, may yet exact more than the nation
can now raise, without feeling too groat inconveniencies
to be compensated by the advantages which can be ex-
pected from our new forces. Nor is it sufficient that it is
lower than those of former times; for, as it ought; to bo the
care of the government to preserve the ease and happiness
of the people, it should be reduced in proportion to the
diminution of the national wealth.

The right honourable gentleman confesses, sir, that fru-
gality is a virtue, and his argument supposes that to con-
tract expenses is an argument of prudent measures; why
then is he afraid of carrying virtue to a greater height, of
making the burden still more light, and preferring the
cheapest estimate that can be proposed, when it is asserted
by those whose authority is most worthy of regard, that it
will produce no weakness in our troops, nor give our ene-
mies any superiority?

I do not pretend any other skill in military affairs, than
may be gained by casual conversation with soldiers, arid
by a cursory observation of daily occurrences; but I speak
with greater confidence on this occasion, because I do not
think any other qualifications necessary for the determina-
tion of this question, than a habit of just reasoning, arid
freedom from the prejudices of interest,

Every man knows, sir, without a military education, that
it is imprudent to purchase any thing at a greater price
which may be procured at a less, and that when the same